
 

The Meadows at Dahlgren Homeowners Association, Inc. 

P.O. Box 1176 

Dahlgren, Virginia 22448-1176 

February 27, 2018 

 

Commissioner of Insurance 

Virginia Bureau of Insurance 

P.O. Box 1157 

Richmond, Virginia 23218-1157 

Subj: Notice of Cancellation of Insurance, Nationwide General Insurance Company Policy No. 

ACP 3017859500 BPHG CAF communicated via e-mail on 16 February 2018 

Commissioner: 

Our Homeowners Association has received a Notice of Cancellation of Insurance from 

Nationwide General Insurance Company (Enclosure 1). As stated by the insurance company, 

the cancellation was due to what has been identified as “… measurable increase in the risk of 

loss that was not anticipated by us when the account was written.”  

We believe that this action is unjustified because the reasons for this cancellation are 

inconsistent with the original agreement. The conditions for cancellation presented by the 

insurance company’s general liability guidelines are enumerated as follows: 

1. Hunting and firearm discharge are permitted on premises 

2. Lack of proper maintenance of the Panorama Trail 

3. Water source, wetland stream, within property common area that is not maintained and 

without a secure bridge crossing. 

With respect to #1, the original application (Enclosure 2) did not ask about hunting and firearm 

discharge. If Nationwide has concerns about this activity, it should be included in the original 

application. Since this was not a part of the original inquiry, we do not believe it is appropriate 

for Nationwide to now impose this restriction and cite this as a reason for cancellation. Hunting 

and firearm use within the neighborhood is in accordance with Virginia laws. Furthermore, 

each home is on a minimum of 10 acres and the nature of this activity does not constitute 

anything that was inconsistent with the original application. 

During the application process, we were asked “Does the application have a property 

maintenance schedule for each premises?” (Enclosure 2). We answered that question “No”. 



 

 

Since, during the application process, we already disclosed the fact that we did not have a 

maintenance schedule and the insurance policy was still issued, Nationwide cannot now cite 

this as a reason for cancellation. 

Similarly, during the application process, the only question we were asked regarding water 

sources was another question on page 4 that reads “Are there any bodies of water on site (lakes, 

ponds, etc.)?”. There are small streams that run through the Association but nothing that could 

be characterized as a “body” of water. The parenthetical “lakes, ponds, etc.” further 

characterizes that question in a substantively different manner than one would characterize a 

stream. Therefore, reason #3 for cancellation is also inconsistent with the original application 

and policy agreement. 

The insurance policy in question was applied for and purchased January 2017 through 

discussions and coordination with Ms. Heather Mcllwee.  The Treasurer for the Homeowners 

Association, Mr. Dick Asbell, worked with Ms. Mcllwee to fill out the application and make 

sure all item on the application were properly addressed and all disclosures were made in 

accordance with that application.  

 

The following paragraphs are provided to accurately characterize the conditions cited in the 

cancellation letter: 

a. As previously pointed out above, property owners within the community have the 

right to hunt on their property as long as they adhere to the laws and regulations 

established within Virginia State Law.   

b. The Board of Directors oversees maintenance on the easements for the Association as 

per our governing documents. This maintenance is normally done on a volunteer 

basis on Panorama Trail. The entire half-mile easement varies between 30 and 60 feet 

with the  current trail varying from 5 feet to 13 feet in clearance.  This trail, like any 

other path through a forested area, is more than adequate for any property owner or 

guest to traverse with due regard. 

c. No bridge presently exists to cross the creek that goes through the Panorama Trail.  

The crossing point is 3.5 inches deep with varying width of the stream depending on 

the season and thus can easily be crossed.   

 

We believe Nationwide has changed the conditions for our insurance and is not justified in 

cancelling this policy.  

We would like to assure the insurance commission that all the conditions mentioned are within 

the guidelines of Virginia law and maintained in a manner indicated at the time this insurance 

policy was obtained. We do not believe the underwriter’s cancellation is justified since we 



 

 

entered into the original agreement having satisfied all information requests during the initial 

policy negotiation. The insurance provider should have included a list of questions or identified 

limitations during the original policy negotiation. These details should have been identified up-

front if they would have affected policy coverage or required conditions for that coverage. 

We therefore request that the Commissioner of Insurance direct that Nationwide rescind this 

cancellation and that Nationwide be required to honor the original agreement through the 

original term. This cancellation is to take effect by April 5th, 2018 so we respectfully request that 

a determination be made as expeditiously as possible so that the Association has sufficient time 

to take the appropriate actions. Thank you in advance for you time and considerations. 

 

 

 

D. Clark Ackerman Jr., President, Board of Directors 

 

 

 

 

Dave Fedorchak, Secretary, Board of Directors 

The Meadows at Dahlgren Homeowners Association, Inc. 

 

Enclosure 1: Notice of Cancelation 

Enclosure 2: Original Insurance Application 

 

Copy To: Mayo Insurance Agency, 1917 Laskin Rd Suite 101, Virginia Beach, VA, 23454-4283 

  



 

 

Response received: 

 


